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MEETING OF THE DESCENDANTS OF COL. THOMAS 

WHITE, AT ST. GEORGE'S CniTRCH, SPESUTI.E, 

AND SOPHIA'S DAIRY, 

NEAR PERRYMANSVILLE, HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAND, ON THE 

OCCASION OF THE REINTERMENT OP THE REMAINS OF 

COL. WHITE AND THOSE OF HIS WIFE, 

june T, 1877. 

BT THB BEV. WILLIAM WHITE BBONSON. 

A PEELIMINAEY STATEMENT. 

During the month of November, 1876, the Eev. Edmund 
Christian, of Perrymansville, Harford County, Md., addressed 
a letter to the Eev. "William White Bronson, of Philadelphia, 
stating that the farm, known as " Cranberry Hall," on which 
Colonel Thomas White, the father of Bishop White, was 
buried, had passed out of the hands of the family, and that, 
for greater security, it was very desirable his ashes should be 
removed to the churchyard of old St. George's, Spesutise, of 
which parish Col. White had been an active and interested 
vestryman. In fact, a formal vote for the disinterment and 
removal had been adopted by the authorities of the parish, 
on the condition that the families interested should give their 
consent. 

Communication, in person or by letter, was at once opened 
with those who had any claim to be consulted, and the 7th 
day of June, 1877, was fixed upon for the recommittal. 

The Eev. Mr. Bronson, accompanied by his nephew, Mr. 
Henry Eeed, repaired to Perrymansville on Wednesday, the 
6th, to be present at the disinterment. Having been met at 
the station by the rector and three of his vestrymen, as also 
by Messrs. William White Eamsay Hall and Henry C. Hall, 
lineal descendants of Col. White, we repaired to the burial 
plot. Col. Thomas White had been buried 98 years, and his 
wife Sophia 128 years. Still, the fragments of two skeletons, 
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wonderfully preserved, were unearthed. The space occupied 
by a coffin could be distinctly traced, and even large portions 
of the wood, in a spongy condition, were recovered. Every- 
thing pertaining to the original interment, which could be 
collected, was placed in a new walnut case, and left in the 
church, before the chancel, until the following day. 

On Thursday morning the representatives of three families, 
to wit, the Halls, Whites, and Morrises, all lineal descendants 
of Col. "White, and numbering fifty-seven, assembled in St. 
George's Church, for the completion of our pious work. 

Of the family of Mr. Acpiila Hall, there were present Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Plaskitt, and the Misses Alverda W. and Eliza- 
beth Hall; Mr. Thomas White Hall, and Dr. and Mrs. 
Richard Emory, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Aquila Howard Hall, 
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Mayo, Mr. William George Hall 
and Miss Isabella Berthia Hall ; Mr. and Mrs. William P. C. 
Whitaker and Miss Ellen Ramsay Whitaker ; the Rev. and 
Mrs. William F. Brand; Mrs. General Barnard and Miss 
Jeannie Brand Barnard ; Mr. Henry Carvil Hall ; Mr. and 
Mrs. William White Ramsay Hall ; Mrs. Dr. John Hanson 
Briscoe, and Miss Maria Reeder Key. 

Of the family of Bishop White: Miss Elizabeth White 
Wiltbank ; Mr. and Mrs. Wm. White Wiltbank, and Misses 
Esther Macpherson and Gertrude Wiltbank, and Master 
William Macpherson Wiltbank ; Mrs. Reed, and Miss Mary 
Bronson Reed, and Mr. Henry Reed ; Rev. and Mrs. Wm. 
White Bronson, and Mr. Wm. White Bronson, junior ; Mr. 
Thomas Harrison Montgomery, and Miss Rebecca Morton 
Montgomery, and Masters James Alan and Samuel George 
Morton Montgomery ; Mr. J. Brinton White, and Misses 
Lydia Biddle and Sarah Frederica White, and Master Wil 
Ham White ; the Misses Maria Heath, Catharine Ann, and 
Charlotte White ; Mr. Thomas Harrison White ; Mr. Whar- 
ton White. 

Of the family of Mr. Robert Morris : Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Henry Hart ; Mrs. Baird Snyder, and Miss Mary White Mor- 
ris,' Miss Charlotte Eliza Morris ; Mrs. James Darrach, and 
Miss Edith Morris Darrach. 
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There were also present the following friends of the family 
and others: The Rev. Mr. Christian, rector of St. George's 
Church, Spesutise, and Miss Christian, with the vestry of the 
church ; the Eev. George A. Leakin and the Rev. Charles W. 
Rankin, of Baltimore ; the Rev. Thomas F. Davies, D.D., and 
John William Wallace, L.L.D., of Philadelphia; Edward F. 
De Lancey, Esquire, of New York, etc. etc. 

A service for the occasion, prepared by the Rev. Mr. Bron- 
son, was used, in which the rector of St. George's, the Rev. 
Dr. Davies, of Philadelphia, the Rev. Mr. Brand, and the 
Rev. Mr. Bronson took part. The service, thus used, will be 
found printed on a subsequent page, together with the brief 
addresses of the Rev. Mr. Bronson, of the Rector, and of the 
Rev. G. A. Leakin. 

At the conclusion of this service we repaired to the farm 
and house where Col. White died, and known as " Sophia's 
Dairy." This most appropriate spot had been fixed upon for 
the family reunion, and for hearing certain historical papers. 
Mr. Thomas H. Montgomery, having been called upon to pre- 
side, prefaced the reading of the first paper with certain ap- 
propriate remarks, in which we were reminded of one great 
object of our assembling, to wit, that we should be taught " a 
fuller realization of the duties and responsibilities which are 
imposed upon us by a respected and honored ancestry ;" that 
we should each strive, " in our several ways and paths, to 
uphold, with honor and dignity, the heritage we find left to 
us by an upright and God-fearing ancestry ; for this is the 
lesson which the history of earnest men should teach those 
who carry their blood." Mr. Montgomery then announced 
the papers in their order, as follows : — 

A paper on Col. Thomas White, by Mr. William White 
Wiltbank. 

A paper on Bishop White and his descendants, by Mr. J. 
Brinton White. 

A paper on the descendants of Mrs. Robert Morris, by 
Mr. Charles Henry Hart. 

A paper on the Ancestry of Col. Thomas White, by Mr. 
Henry Reed. 
19 
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It had been intended that immediately after the reading of 
the paper by Mr. Wiltbank, a paper on the descendants of 
Mrs. Aquila Hall should be presented, but in lieu thereof 
some appropriate extemporaneous remarks were made by the 
Rev. Mr. Brand, a connection of that branch by marriage. 

The following is a list of the articles relating to Colonel 
White, which were exhibited at the meeting : — 

Sundry letters to Col. "White from his sisters in England, 
Elizabeth White, Mrs. Sarah Midwinter, Mrs. Charlotte 
Weeks, ranging from April 7, 1747, to October 16, 1776 ; dif- 
ferent ones being in the possession of Mrs. Reed, Miss Nixon, 
Miss Morris, and Mr. T. H. Montgomery. 

Business letter book of Col. White, in his own writing, 
from May 4, 1751, to December 16, 1775, in the possession of 
Mr. T. H. Montgomery. 

Three account books, journal, day-book, ledger, from April, 
1742, to 1767, in the possession of Mr. T. H. Montgomery, 
being purchased by him, the existence and whereabouts of the 
same having been kindly communicated by Mr. John W. 
Wallace. 

Desk of Col. White, with drawers, brass mounted, secret 
drawers, surmounted by chest of drawers ; in possession of 
Mr. T. H. Montgomery. 

Watch of Col. White, afterwards in use by Bishop White, 
and given by the latter's son to Mr. T. H. Montgomery, in 
1857. 

Will of Col. White, April 15, 1773, at Constant Friendship, 
Harford County, and duplicate, both in writing of Col. White. 

Mourning ring, one of those directed in will of Col. White ; 
in possession of Mr. T. H. Montgomery. (The only one 
known.) 

Prayer book, London, 1713, of Mrs. Sarah Midwinter, 
" Nov. 1748," given by her to her nephew, Bishop White, 
who wrote in it his own family record. 

Miniature of Col. Thomas White, set in pearls, owned by 
Mrs. C. H. Hart. 

Miniature of Col. Thomas White, owned by Mr. George 
Macpherson. 
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The Bishop of Gloucester's Exposition of the Catechism of 
the Church of England, London, 1686 ; given to Elizabeth 
Leigh, the mother of Col. White, by her uncle, the Rt. Rev. 
Henry Downes, B.B., matriculated at Oxford New College, 
30 Aug. 1686, aged 19. Rector of Brington, Co. Northamp- 
ton, 1699. Bishop of Killala, Ireland, 1717, of Elphin 1720, 
of Meath 1724, of Berry 1727. Bied January 14, 1734-5. 
Buried at St. Mary's, Bublin. This volume contains the 
autographs of Elizabeth Leigh, Col. Thomas "White, and 
Bishop "White ; the latter signed to an autograph memoran- 
dum on the fly-leaf. 

Coat of arms of Elizabeth White (mother of Col. Thomas 
White), owned by Mrs. George W. White. 

Miniature of Mrs. Charlotte Ramsay, eldest daughter of 
Aquila and Sophia Hall, now owned by Miss Jeannie Brand 
Barnard. 

A volume entitled " The Bevout Christian instructed How 
to Pray and Give thanks to God," &c, by Symon Patrick, 
B.B., late Lord Bishop of Ely, London, 1718. On the title- 
page is written, " Thomas White, 1719, his Book, given him 
by His Cozen, George White." The above is in the possession 
of the Rev. Wm. White Bronson. 

It may be noted, as a coincidence, that the same office, 
which was participated in by a large share of those present on 
the above occasion, was discharged in honor of Bishop White, 
on the 23d of Bee. 1870, when, at the request of the rector 
and vestry, his ashes were re-interred beneath the chancel of 
Christ Church, Phila. 

The following is the order of service : — 

IN THE CHURCH. 

The Lord's Prayer, by the Rev. T. F. Bavies, B.B., Rector 
of St. Peter's, Phila. 

The Lesson : Ecclesiasticus xliv., 1 to 15 v. 

1. Let us now praise famous men, and our fathers that begat ns, etc. etc. etc. 1 

' The Lesson and Psalm were read by the Rev. "W. F. Brand, of St. 
Mary's, Harford County, Md. 
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The Psalm : Psalm cxlvi. Lauda anima mea. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul : while I live, will I praise the Lord ; yea, as 
long as I have any being, I will sing praises unto my God, etc. etc. 

Hymn 202 of Prayer Book. 

Collects offered by the Rev. W. White Bronson, Chaplain 
of Christ Church Hospital, Phila. 

Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion 
and fellowship, in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord ; Grant us 
grace so to follow thy blessed Saints in all virtuous and godly living, that 
we may come to those unspeakable joys, which thou hast prepared for those 
who unfeignedly love thee ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O God, whose days are without end, and whose mercies cannot be num- 
bered, etc. etc. etc. 

AT THE GRAVE. 

The sentence of re-committal was read by the Rev. E. 
Christian, Rector of St. George's, Spesutise, and was as fol- 
lows : — 

Forasmuch as it pleased Almighty God, in His wise Providence, to take 
out of this world the souls of the deceased, we therefore re-commit their 
bodies to the ground ; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, etc. 

The closing prayers were offered by Mr. Bronson, as fol- 
lows : — 

Grant, Lord, that as we are baptized into the death of thy blessed Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, so, etc. etc. 

Almighty God, we give Thee hearty thanks for Thy servants, long since 
delivered from the miseries of 'this sinful world, and, as we trust, admitted 
to sure consolation and rest. Grant, we beseech Thee, that at the day of 
judgment, their souls, and all the souls of Thy elect, departed out of this 
life, may with us, and we with them, fully receive Thy promises, and be 
made perfect altogether, through the glorious resurrection of Thy Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord, etc. 

At this point the Rev. Mr. Bronson addressed the rector, 
wardens, and vestrymen of St. George's, Spesutise, thus :— 

My reverend brother, the rector, and you, gentlemen, the 
wardens and vestrymen of St. George's, Spesutise, brethren 
beloved : by a vote of your corporate body it was resolved, 
the descendants of Colonel White consenting and co-operat- 
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ing, that for greater security the ashes of Col. White should 
be removed to the churchyard of St. George's, Spesutise. 

To your thoughtfulness and regard for the proper care of 
one of the departed in Christ, we are indebted for the oppor- 
tunity now afforded us of paying due and becoming respect 
to an ancestor who may be numbered with those of whom 
the son of Sirach speaks, " Their bodies are buried in peace, 
but their name liveth forevermore." 

As the lineal descendants, on two sides, of the families of 
our venerated ancestor, we beg leave to tender you our very 
grateful acknowledgments for the high respect thus paid to 
the memory of the departed. 

We have discharged our portion of this interesting, sacred 
work. All that could be recovered, after the lapse of so many 
years, of the ashes of Col. White and of his wife, Sophia, 
now lies before you. To you, and to your official custody, 
we entrust the remains, assured that they will be sacredly 
guarded until re-animated by him who has said — 
" I am the resurrection and the life." 

The Rev. Mr. Christian, on behalf of the parish, accepted 
the trust in the following words : — 

Reverend Sir : In the name and on behalf of the wardens 
and vestry of this parish, I accept the sacred deposit that you 
have in such appropriate terms confided to our care. We 
will cherish these honored remains with pious veneration. 
We will regard them as a treasure of inestimable value, and 
while we repudiate all superstitious notions concerning them, 
we will regard the tomb that contains them as a hallowed 
shrine, to which we can often repair for fresh inspirations. 
It is with feelings of pride that we will recall the fact that 
the distinguished individual whose remains are before us was 
long a vestryman of this parish ; that he was the father of 
the most illustrious of our bishops, whose name is venerable, 
and whose memory is dear to every member of the American 
church. A man who was the contemporary and the personal 
friend of the immortal Washington ; and whose serene wis- 
dom had a greater agency in organizing and moulding the 
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church in this country to suit the genius of our political in- 
stitution than any other person, and who lived many years 
to preside over its councils and shape its legislation. While 
the possession of these hallowed remains confers great honor 
upon us, the position that you and those you represent occupy 
imposes vast responsibilities upon you and them. Col. White 
and his illustrious son have bequeathed a noble and splendid 
legacy to their descendants. The responsibilities are measured 
by the value of that inheritance. The world will hold you 
and them to a rigid accountability for the use you make of 
this rich depository of fame. You will be required to trans- 
mit it unimpaired and undimmed to those who are to come 
after you. You will be expected to transmit, if not the same 
splendid talents that were so conspicuous in them, the same 
shining virtues that adorned their character, and the same 
lofty sentiments that inspired their bosoms. Those whose 
ancestors were distinguished enjoy superior advantages over 
their fellow-men, and, unless they move on a higher plane 
than others, will be thought to have forfeited all claim to the 
glorious heritage that has been handed down to them. Per- 
mit me to tell you that you have a higher and a stronger 
motive to impel you in the path of honor and distinction than 
others. The thought of preserving untarnished the proud 
title you bear, ought to be a powerful incentive to grand and 
lofty deeds. Let it not be thought that we are performing 
an idle and useless ceremony. We are performing a duty in- 
spired by the best instincts of our nature. We are following 
the example of that most enlightened people that adorn the 
page of history. The ancient Greeks regarded it as a sacred 
duty to snatch from oblivion the illustrious deeds of their 
ancestors ; they employed the painter, the poet, the sculptor, 
the orator, and the historian to record their virtues and trans- 
mit them to posterity. They were not only impelled by a 
sense of gratitude to their ancestors, but by a desire to hold 
them up as examples to excite the emulation of future gene- 
rations. Nor was this custom confined to the cultivated 
Greek, but the church in primitive times adopted the same 
usage. Some of the finest specimens of sacred eloquence that 
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have come down to us are orations delivered on such occasions 
as this, by such men as St. Chrysostom, St. Basil, St. Augus- 
tine, St. Ambrose, and others. Every monument of the dead, 
from mighty pyramids of Egypt to the humblest headstone, 
is a proof that this feeling to commemorate the dead is natu- 
ral and universal. Shallow thinkers may see no use in it, but 
the more thoughtful mind will see a deep philosophy lying 
at its basis. In the presence of this assembly, and in the firm 
belief of the resurrection of the dead, we deposit these holy 
relics in the bosom of the earth, there to repose until " The 
great Archangel's trump shall sound." 

The Reverend George A. Leakin then said : — 

I have been requested to speak on some local associations 
which surround this interesting occasion. The residents in 
cities can appreciate a secure resting place for the dead, un- 
disturbed by the encroachments of streets and houses. The 
graves of Macpelah are after the lapse of ages preserved in 
remembrance, and in all human probability this " Acre of 
God" shall experience no interruption until that day when 
earth and sea shall surrender their trust. 

In these times of rapid change, no historic dwelling is 
safe from the spoiler's hand. In vain do hallowed memo- 
ries appeal ; each year lessens the attachment, until the very 
church where our forefathers worshipped, at whose chancel 
the most sacred memories entwine, must yield its materials 
for some neighboring construction. The only relic of the 
original St. Paul's Church, Baltimore, is the spring whose 
waters yet rise to refresh the traveller, but this church of 
Spesutise (the surviving sister) is an exception. It is sub- 
stantially the same as when Col. Thomas White worshipped 
here. Its Bible of 1717 remains unimpaired. The lesson 
read this morning was from the same pages which taught 
our forefathers, and as you heard the 44th Chapter of Eccle- 
siasticus, you must have applied these words to the present 
occasion. 

" But these were merciful men, whose righteousness hath 
not been forgotten. With their seed shall continually remain 
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a good inheritance and their children are within the cove- 
nant. Their seed standeth fast and their children for their 
sakes ; their seed shall remain and their glory shall not be 
blotted out ; their bodies are buried in peace, but their name 
liveth for evermore ; the people will tell of their wisdom, and 
the congregation will show forth their praise." 

Besides its spring, this Church has a far greater treasure in 
uninterrupted services which quench the immortal thirst, in- 
vigorate life's weary traveller, and fully realize the Psalmist's 
experience, " All my fresh springs are in thee." 

The examples of the dead reposing in the shadow of these 
walls furnish an irreversible legacy to children's children. 

This ground is hallowed by historic associations, civil, 
social, and ecclesiastical. "Within a few miles was the College 
of Rev. Dr. Coke, connected with a remarkable religious move- 
ment, who applied to Bishop White for consecration in a 
letter marked by interesting facts and important propositions. 

Contemporaneous with Col. Thomas White were James 
Osborne (1743) and Benjamin Osborne (1753). These two 
vestrymen were descended from William, who built the first 
house in the present Harford County, the founder of the first 
Baltimore town on Bush River, some eight miles distant, and 
the owner of a ferry which for years was the only route 
between the north and south. 

The Susquehannock Indians living on the opposite shore of 
the bay attacked the early settlers of this region, and stole 
Osborne's oldest son. He and his retainers pursued them across 
the Chesapeake, but failed to recover him. This boy, whom 
he never again saw, was kindly treated by his captors, and an 
old chief told the father that his lost boy was living, and had 
become a chief among the red men, signing the treaty with 
William Perm in 1682. 

These materials woven by some skilful hand may at some 
future day invest this locality with universal interest. 

In the year 1744, the vestry of this church appointed Capt. 
James Philips, Col. Thomas White, Capt. Peregrine Prisbie, 
and Richard Ruff to acquaint the Governor of the death of 
Rev. Mr. Wilkinson and ask him to induct another clergyman. 
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Capt. Philips had previously presented to Spesutise Church 
the two acres of land comprised in this tract. His father, 
Philip Philips, accompanied Osborne in the early settlement of 
" Old Baltimore," and attended the ferry which he afterwards 
purchased. His grandson James Philips married Martha, 
daughter of John and sister of William Paca, signer of the 
Declaration of Independence and Governor of Maryland. In 
the eastern part of a field, the site of Old Baltimore, there is 
a burial ground in a grove of large walnut trees. The sur- 
rounding fence has been removed, but in the midst of the 
grove is a fine marble slab covered with moss, which when 
removed disclosed the following epitaph : — 

" Beneath this stone is reposed the body of James Philips, and also in com- 
pliance with his dying request the body of his wife, Martha Philips, daughter 
of John and Elizabeth Paca, born Feb. 3, 1*744, married Jan. 25, 1776. 
Died March 6, 1829, having survived her husband 26 years." 
" May brightest seraphs from the world on high 

Spread their light pinions o'er the sleeping tomb, 

And guard the dust within. Till from the sky 

The Savior comes to bid the dead rebloom. 

Then may they rise ! Together meet their change. 

Together hear the plaudit ' Rest, well done !' 

Through spheres of light and spheres of glory range 

And sit with Jesus on his dazzling throne." 

On another farm, a few miles distant, is the private burial 
place of the Ruff family, one of whom, Richard, was with Col. 
"White to consult the Governor. 

A notable man of this locality was Augustine Herman, a 
contemporary of Col. ITtie, whose name is perpetuated in 
" Spes-ITtie." Herman represented the Dutch Government, 
was subsequently appointed commissioner by Lord Baltimore 
to settle the boundary of Maryland and Virginia, of which 
States he made an excellent map, he was a man of science, 
and was rewarded by a large gift of land in Cecil County, 
known as " Bohemia Manor." His descendants were Vander- 
Heydens, Bordleys, Frisbies, Chews, Neales, Mifiiins, Ship- 
pens, Jennings, Hynsons, and Randolphs. 

It is probable that the Frisby above mentioned was related 
to the one on Col. White's committee. 
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Those immediately connected with Col. White will give 
you an account of his official and private character. We 
know that he held a high position in the province of Mary- 
land, and all accounts delineate his worth. But there is one 
evidence quite conclusive. The character of the father is 
reflected in the son, for, as the river is determined by its 
hidden mountain springs, so was the influence of Bishop 
White formed by the daily training of home. A progressive 
growth from infancy, a solidity like the mansion built by his 
father, unimpaired by time, surviving the temporary struc- 
tures of the present day. This permanency from early train- 
ing Bishop White illustrated by his life and enforced by his 
teaching. 

In a review of " Pompeii" the writer observes : " It is the 
characteristic of the noblest natures and the finest imagina- 
tions to love to explore the vestiges of antiquity and dwell 
in times that are no more. The past is the domain of the 
imaginative affections alone. We carry none of our baser 
passions with us thither." I cordially endorse this sentiment, 
over the portal of the past is written " Procul profani !" The 
recollections of history are wise, her very fragments are valu- 
able. Those who have no past are likely to have no future, 
and you, who have such a past, transmit this legacy unim- 
paired to your descendants! Let your lives embalm this 
scene ! Let your own characters illustrate this day's transac- 
tion ! 

" Such graves as these are Pilgrims' shrines, 
Shrines to no creed nor clime confined ; 
The Delphian Vales, the Palestines, 
The Meccas of the mind." 



